CASTLEJORDAN, MEATH. 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 12 July 1883 for. 


COPY “ of the Correspondence that has passed between Messrs. Molloy 
and Carew and the Irish Executive in reference to the Proclamation of 
Castlejordan and other Townlands in County Meath, for additional Police 
under Section 18 of the Prevention op Crimes Act." 


— No. 1.— 

(44,283.) 

Mr. T. M. Carew to the Chief Secretary for Ireland. 

Kildangan, Kinnegad, 

Sir, 16 November 1882. 

Several townlands in this district have been declared by the Proclamation 
of the Lord Lieutenant to he in a disturbed state and to require an additional 
police force. The tax for this extra force will be levied on these town- 
lands. From the way in which they have been selected, I think it is plain that 
one of the objects of the parties on whose information they have been pro- 
claimed is to mulct and punish me, and I, therefore, beg to call your attention 
to it. The district has been so scheduled as to include not only every town- 
land in this part of the County Meath, near the scene of the disturbances in 
which I hold land, but also an isolated and distant townland, Derry Hinch, of 
which I am the sole owner, and the only persons in which are my herd and his 
sister. 

This manner of selecting the townlands forces me to the conviction enter- 
tained by the whole district, that the outrages which have been committed 
here, are due to agencies other than those generally accredited with them. So 
strong is this conviction that, with one exception, the unfortunate victims of 
the recent outrages have refused, though strongly urged by the police to do so, 
to make a claim for compensation. These outrages are the third of a series 
which have been committed in the district within the last 12 months, and all of 
them have been of such a suspicious character as to justify the belief the people 
hold, that the Government has connived at them. 

The first was the burning of a rick of bay and two stacks of oats belonging to 
a tenant farmer named M‘Namara. On a very stormy night in November, 
last year, his haggard was fired, and only that M c Namara, a man 97 years of 
age, happened to be awake and, smelling the burning, roused the household, a 
family of eight or nine souls must have perished, as the rick was parallel with 
the back of the house and within a few feet of it. Even with the assistance of 
the neighbourhood the house was with difficulty saved, as the wind was blowing 
strongly from the burning rick towards it. No reason could be assigned for 
this diabolical outrage. The McNamaras were most popular; only a few 
weeks before they had allowed their farm to be sold to a member of the 
Emergency Committee, and had been actively identified with, the Land League 
movement. For some time both before and after the burning they received a 
number of threatening letters, and notices threatening them as well were posted 
up in prominent places in the district. I also was threatened in them, and re- 
ceived a threatening letter in the same handwriting. By an accident the writer 
was discovered. A poor farmer missing some goods, suspected a woman named 
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Grehan of bavtog stolen them, and lo satisfy himself forced his way into the 
house and found the missing articles. He left threatening to charge her with 
the theft the next day. During the night the house was burnt, and suspicion 
pointed to her as having done it for the purpose of destroying all evidence of 
the theft. Through the energy of the Reverend Mr. Fagan, the catholic priest 
here, her handwriting was secured and found to be identical with that of the 
letters and notices. 

To the charge of burning her house she pleaded guilty, and got three months’ 
imprisonment. While in prison she made a written confession admitting that 
she was the writer of the letters and notices, and further stated that she was 
instigated thereto by a blacksmith named Glynn. Notwithstanding this, and 
notwithstanding, also, that nearly all the threatening notices were posted on 
the door of Glynn’s forge he was allowed to be at large and to leave the 
country, though the Coercion Act was being rigorously administered at the 
time, and numbers of respectable citizens were being thrust into prison on the 
merest suspicion. She also more than hinted that the outrages, &c. were 
prompted by a class who are considered above suspicion. A farce was gone 
through of indicting her for writing the threatening letters, &c., but on the day 
on which the trial was to have taken place the prosecution was, by order of the 
Attorney General, and much to the surprise of the presiding judge, abandoned. 
Now the manner in which the inquiry into the burning* was conducted was 
very significant. No investigation was held until five days after the burning, 
and the apathy of the police was in striking contrast to the zeal they displayed 
on the occasions on which charges were made against any member of the 
popular party. 

The next outrages occurred in March last. A quantity of hay, the property 
of two tenants who had the grazing of a farm belonging to a most popular 
landlord, was burned. No reason could be assigned for this outrage. Both 
tenants and landlord were most popular ; in fact, the landlord supported the 
agitation, and on this account was more or less “ Boycotted” by his own section. 
By this he was placed in a most embarrasing position, as the lands were thrown 
on his hands, and being a banker by profession he was totally unfitted for their 
management. 

The last outrages already alluded to, and on account of which I presume the 
district has been proclaimed, are the most inexplicable of all. The victims are 
of the poorest class of farmers, barely removed from the labouring class, and 
these have refused for the reasons already stated to make a claim for com- 
pensation. 

Now these three sets of outrages have all the appearance of having originated 
in the same quarter, and the real authors must be known to the Government. 
For, why should the Government have abandoned the prosecution against 
Mrs. Grehan, when the case was so strong against her, unless for the purpose 
of screening and sheltering the real parties who would have been disclosed had 
the trial taken place. 

None can deplore more deeply the commission of the outrages than the 
parties who are now to be fined and taxed on their account. The people of the 
district are most peaceable and industrious, struggling to pay, in addition to all 
rates and taxes, very high rents. Many of them being unable to pay their rents 
sought reductions, which were refused. On this refusal there was a general 
resistance to the payment of rent. I threw the weight of my position and 
influence in with the poorer tenants, and since then I have incurred the resent- 
ment of the whole, landlord class. The part I have taken in the agitation I am 
prepared to justify. Since the beginning of it we have been living under a 
system of police rule of the worst kind. During the seizures, sales, evictions, 
&c., the police have acted with the most marked brutality. At a seizure and 
sale in January last, a most brutal incident was enacted. A large crowd of the 
tenants’ sympathisers had collected together, when the police were proceeding 
with the sheriff to the sale ; the people cheered them, and this so annoyed three 
of the force, that they singled out a young man named Geoghgan, whom they 
considered the ringleader, and made several attempts to knock him down with 
their truncheons. Had he been hit, he must have been struck senseless, if not 
killed, the blows were directed with such terribie force. Fortunately, being 
very active, he evaded the blows, but was obliged for safety to take the river, 
which was very swollen, and swim across it on a cold and bleak day. 
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This letter, Sir, has run considerably longer than I had intended, and I now 
conclude by asking you to grant an investigation ; one that will be thorough, 
and, above all, one that will be impartial, otherwise an investigation would be 
worse than useless. 

I am, &c. 

Right Hon. G. 0. Trevelyan, (signed) T. M. Carew. 

House of Commons, Westminster. 


— No. 2. — 

The Chief Secretary for Ireland to Mr. T. M. Carew. 

Irish Office, Great Queen-street, S.W., 
Sir, 20 November 1882. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, relative 
to the tax for extra police sent to certain townlands in the Kinnegad district, 
and to say that I have forwarded your communication to His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

I am, &c. 

T. M. Carew, Esq. (signed) G. 0. Trevelyan. 


— No. 3. — 

(6181.) 

Mr. Bernard C. Molioy , m.p., to the Chief Secretary for Ireland. 

Sir, House of Commons’ Library, 5 March 1883. 

More than three months ago, viz., upon 18th (sic) November last, Mr. Thomas 
Carew, of Kildangan, county Meath, addressed to the Lord Lieutenant, through 
you, a long explanatory letter upon the proclamation of the townlands of 
Kildangan, Castlejordan, and five other townlands. In that letter Mr. Carew 
exposed the injustice inflicted upon these townlands and their inhabitants, and 
pointed out what appears to be a gross miscarriage of justice. 

You will remember that in connection with this case I offered that Mr. 
Carew would come to London and produce evidence to you in the matter; but, 
on the other hand, you were unable to devote even half an hour to such an inter- 
view, owing to the great pressure of your work. 

You will also remember that on other occasions it was my duty to draw your 
attention to the conduct of certain irresponsible officials in this neighbourhood. 

The object of this letter is again to draw your attention to the letter of Mr. 
Thos. Carew, and also to ask you to grant an examination to be made at the 
place, and upon oath, into all the circumstances of this case. 

I have closely examined into the matter myself, and you have my most 
serious assurance that by granting this request you will do more to secure peace 
and order in the district than by any other action you can take. The people of 
the district, as we are - prepared to prove, are most peaceably inclined, and look 
anxiously and with confidence to the result of any commission you may appoint. 

Awaiting your favourable reply, 

I am, &c. 

The Right Hon. the Chief Secretary (signed) Bernard C. Molioy. 
to the Lord Lieutenant. 

The receipt of the foregoing letter was acknowledged by Mr. Trevelyan on the 
6th March 1883. 
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— No. 4. — 

Mr. Bernard C. Molloy, m.p., to the Chief Secretary for Ireland. 

Dear Sir, House of Commons’ Library, 17 March 1883. 

Some weeks since I drew your attention to the proclamation of certain lands 
in the county Meath, and a letter addressed to you, and forwarded to the 
Lord Lieutenant by Mr. Carew, of Kildangan, upon the subject. 

Can you give me any intimation of the result of this application, as I am 
pressed to give notice in the House in reference thereto ; can you kindly let me 
know on Monday ? 

Yours, &c. 

The Right Hon. the Chief Secretary. (signed; Bernard C. Molloy. 

The receipt of the above letter was acknowledged by Mr. Trevelyan ou the 21st March. 


— No. 5. — - 

( 7586 .) 

Mr. E. G. Jen/cinson to Mr. Bernard C. Molloy, m.p. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 24 March 1883. 

Adverting to the letter which you addressed, on the 17th instant, to the- 
Right Honourable the Chief Secretary, relative to the communication of Mr. 
Carew, of Kildangan, county Meath, on the subject of the appointment, under 
the Prevention of Crime Act, of additional police to the district, comprising 
Ballydonnell, Ballyfore, and other townlands in the Barony of Upper Moyfenrath, 
I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you that His Excellency has 
seen no reason up to the present to revoke the proclamation appointing addi- 
tional police to the district in question, but he hopes in a short time to be able 
to withdraw the men. 

I have, &c. 

Bernard C. Molloy, Esq., m.p., (signed) E. G. Jenkinson. 

House of Commons. 


— No. 6. — 

Mr. E. G. Jenldnson to Mr. T. M. Carew. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 24 March 1883. 

With reference to the representations submitted in your communication of 
the 16th of November last, relative to the appointment, under the Prevention 
-of Crime Act, of additional police to the district of Ballydonnell, county 
Meath, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you that His Excellency 
•has seen no reason up to the present to revoke the proclamation appointing the 
additional police, but that he hopes in a short time to be able to withdraw the 
men. 

I am, &c. 

T. M. Carew, Esq., (signed) E. G. Jenkinson. 

Kildangan, County Meath. 
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— No. 7- — 


Mr. Bernard C. Molloy, m.p., to Mr. E. G. Jenkinson. 


Slr > , , House of Commons’ Library, 31 March 1883 

,_J. H ^y. E t0 a ™«owledge your reply to my letter to the Chief Secretary of the 
17th ultimo You appear, if I may be permitted to say so, to have misunder- 
stood the whole object M that letter. What I then asked for was this and I 
quote the words, ‘ At a time when the extraordinary powers of the existing Act 
“ are being put rigidly in force, you will admit with me that any deliberate 
‘ ln J“ stlce Should be tbe more carefully ayoided. I have stated, on good 
evidence that this deliberate injustice has been done, and is being continued 
and all I have asked for is the opportunity to lay this evidence before the 
Lord Lieutenant for his observation.” I, farther on in the letter of the 17th 
ultimo, added, “ an examination other than on oath will be useless; and since 
“ ‘hose accused are anxious to be examined, it would be only fair that the 
“ accusers should submit to the same test.” 


This latter is the whole point demanded, and the withdrawal of the extra 
force is simply a detail. What we complain of is, the false information sent to 
the Castle, and the continued acceptance of it by the authorities, in face of the 
evidence offered. "What is asked for is, that these disputed facts should be 
tested by an investigation on oath, such investigation to be named by the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

This simple appeal was made as long ago as the 16th November last, and 
now in the first reply to that (supported as it has been), after more than four 
months, the whole point, viz., the investigation, is not even alluded to. May I 
therefore beg that these facts be laid ’ before ,his Excellency for his con- 
sideration. 


E. G. Jenkinson, Esq. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) Bernard C. Molloy. 


— No. 8. — 

Mr. Bernard C. Molloy , m.p., to Mr. E. G. Jenkinson. 

Sir, House of Commons’ Library, IT April 1883. 

I had an explanatory conversation last night with the Chief Secretary in 
reference to the proclamation of Castlejordan, &c., county Meath, and your 
letter of the 24th ultimo (7686). To save reference to the long correspondence 
which has taken place upon this subject, I offered to write again and bring to 
the attention of the Lord Lieutenant the principal points in the case. 

In your letter of the 24th ultimo you allude to the tax and the approaching 
withdrawal of the proclamation. In reply, I explained to you that all this was 
but a secondary detail. 

The whole facts of this case can be explained in a few words. The authorities 
in Dublin have been grossly imposed upon in this matter, and a great injustice 
has been done to the people in the district. The power of the Executive has 
been used for purely selfish purposes, and in no sense in the interest of peace 
and order. From the evidence before me I am satisfied that if the real facts 
of the case were brought under his Excellency’s notice that complete justice 
would be done. 

With one correction (of a detail) the letter of Mr. Thomas Carew, of Kil- 
dangan, addressed to the Chief Secretary as long since as the 18th (sic) November 
last, will give you the outlines of the case. There is much, however, to be 
added to this. 

Now, what is asked for is only that some one shall be sent down by the 
Executive to examine into this matter and report to his Excellency ; that the 
investigation shall be on oath ; and that the person sent to conduct the 
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investigation shall receive the evidence we are prepared to offer. It is scarcely 
necessary to add that we would ask for the appointment of some one not 
connected with the locality. 

I repeat here again that I ask for this investigation in the interest of peace 
and order, and I give my assurance that the granting of this demand will tend 
in the highest degree to that object. 

I am, &c. 

E. G. Jenkinson, Esq., (signed) Bernard C. Molloy. 

Dublin Castle. 


— No. 9. — 

(8303-) 

Mr. E. G. Jenkinson to Mr. Bernard C. Molloy , m.p. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 18 April 1883. 

I have laid before his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant your letter of the 31st 
ultimo, in reference to the Proclamation of Castlejordan and other townlands in 
county Meath, for additional police under Section 18 of the Prevention of 
Crime Act. 

In reply, his Excellency desires me to inform you that, after again fully con- 
sidering the case, and communicating with the Chief Secretary, he regrets that 
he cannot alter the course which has been taken as to the Proclamation of the 
district, nor can he consent to what you now wish, and order a sworn inquiry 
to be held into a matter which has been fully considered by him after full 
inquiry. 

I am, &c. 

B. C. Molloy, Esq., m.p., (signed) E. G. Jenkinson. 

House of Commons. 


— No. 10. — 

(10,426.) 

Mr. Bernard C. Molloy , m.p., to the Chief Secretary for Ireland. 

Dear Sir, House of Commons, 25 April 1883. 

Re Mr. Carew and Proclamation of Castlejordan. — I have received a letter 
from Mr. Jenkinson in reference to this matter, in which he tells me that after 
consultation with you it has been decided neither to grant an investigation nor 
remove the Proclamation. I will of course give you notice as to the day I bring 
the matter before the House. 

. I am, &c. 

The Right Hon. the Chief Secretary. (signed) Bernard C. Molloy . 
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